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Bernée joined SHRM in January 2019 as a member of the Human 
Resources team where she leads the Learning & Development 
team charged with leadership and professional development for 
SHRM staff as a priority for SHRM’s organizational learning efforts.  
A speaker, workshop facilitator, and Gallup-certified talent 
development coach, Bernée is committed to empowering people by 
maximizing their potential.  

An advocate of social entrepreneurship, Bernée believes that 
everyone is uniquely called to fulfill a purpose in life, with hers 
being the work she does in mentoring, coaching, and inspiring 
others.  One of her favorite quotes is by Henry Ford: “We each 
have a calling that if left unanswered will become a challenge 
unmet, a problem unsolved, an opportunity missed, a dream and a 
legacy unfulfilled, a link missing in the chain of events that were 
meant to form the history of the world."  With a passion for the 
work she does, Bernée plans to “die empty” having imparted with 
others all that she has learned during her lifetime. 

Before joining SHRM, Bernée served as Director, Distinguished 
Scholars Programs, the Thurgood Marshall College Fund 
(Washington, DC).  She has also served as Assistant Dean for 
Student Services, Samford University, Cumberland School of Law 
(Birmingham, AL); Director of Admissions, Drake University Law 
School (Des Moines, IA);  Director of Admissions, Talladega College 
(Talladega, AL); Director, Center for Entrepreneurship, Albany State 
University (Albany, GA); and as an Administrative Law Judge and 
mediator, Iowa Public Employee Relations Board (Des Moines, IA). 

A native of Kansas City, Missouri, Bernée received her Juris 
Doctorate from Washington University School of Law (St. Louis, 
MO), and is a graduate of Truman State University (Kirksville, MO), 
where she received a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration and Organizational Communications. Currently, 
Bernée serves as a member of the Truman State University Alumni 
Board of Directors. 


